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I.
INTRODUCTION, COURSE OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTATIONS

Objective:  provide the student with a set of basic information and training in oral presentations (scientific meetings and more general public) and writing (abstracts/manuscript/grants)

This objective is met by a combination of activities:

(i) skill and training in developing and giving oral presentation to peers and general

public;

(ii) skill and training in writing manuscripts/abstracts for the peer-reviewed open 

literature; and
(iii) skill and training in composing grants for extramural competition.
II. Oral Presentations: Scientific and General Public

This objective is met through a combination of methods.  The first is the development of a tentative outline that recognizes the nature of the presentation and the audience.  The second is the further development of the outline and its presentation, using state-of-the-art, high technology applications and/or more conventional methods (function of the audience).  The third is the delivery of the presentation followed by a critique by one’s peers and the professor.  The last is conducted by the instructor in private and encapsulates the reviews of one’s peers and well as his/her own assessment   Each student will do at least two oral presentations and will critique each presentation of her/his fellow students.  Video cameras will be used to assist in the learning process.

III.
Writing manuscripts for THE Peer Reviewed, OPEN Literature 

This objective is met through a combination of methods.  The first is to review the essential features of writing for one’s peers and the general public, including content and context.  The second is to critique (individually and as a group) a series of publications with varying degrees of effectiveness.  The third is to write and submit for peer review a series of short (e.g., abstract) and longer (e.g., short communication) “manuscripts”.   The review comments are offered by the instructor and one’s peer group.  
IV.  
Grant Writing Skills
Grant writing is a special skill that differs from that of writing a manuscript.  While there are many models that are situation-specific, the key features are the following: (i) know the agency or organizational intent of the Request for Proposal (RFP) through in depth reading and person-to-person contact; (ii) know the peer review group that passes judgement on the proposal; (iii) craft the objectives/hypotheses to be crisp, novel and succinct; (iv) offer some exploratory data that establishes the probability of the hypothesis in the eyes of the peer review panel/sponsor; and (v) assure that the methods address specifically the objectives/hypotheses, including the experimental design and statistical analysis.  Each student will be required to develop a short proposal, which will be reviewed and critiqued by the instructor.

______________________________________________

Course Prerequisites:
None

Class Schedule: 

The class meets every other week for 2 hours.  

Class Format:  This is a participatory class, combining a mix of lecture, class discussion, student presentations, and class evaluations.
Course Expectations:  Students are expected to (i) read text and other selected handouts on grant writing, manuscript preparation/writing, and oral presentation, (ii) develop both written and oral presentation for submission to the instructor and peers/colleagues, (iii) participate in class discussions and peer evaluations, and (iv) speak (extemporaneously and otherwise).

Course Grading: Grading is based on (i) written materials and delivery of oral presentation, (ii) re-submission of above written materials and oral presentation based on peer-reviewed comments, (iii) participation in classroom discussions and peer review efforts. 
Course Materials: 
Matthews, JR., JM Bowen and RW Matthews.  2000.  Successful Scientific Writing. Second 

Edition. Cambridge. (required)
Lucas, SE. 2004.  The Art of Public Speaking.  Eight Edition.  McGraw Hill, Publishers. 

recommended)
Course Instructor.  The principal instructor is G. Taylor, who is responsible for all class activities.  The instructor is available for consultation during office hours, although it is encouraged that an appointment be arranged. 

